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NCAA Division I-AA Leaders 
All-Time Winning Percentage 
School Yrs Won 
1. Florida A&M ................. 47 340 
2. Grambling ..................... 37 281 
3. Southern ...................... 58 332 
4. South Carolina State ... . . . ....... 53 269 
5. Western Kentucky .... . ..... .... . 61 330 
6 . Jackson State . . . . . . . ... .. ..... 34 200 
7. A lcorn State ......•........ . ... 56 257 
8 . Middle Tennessee . . . . . . . ........ 63 320 
9 . Eastern Kentucky ......... ..... . 56 282 
10. Texas Southern ...... .... . ... .. 34 186 


































School Wins School Wins 
1. Lafay ette .. .......... 482 6. Southern ............. 332 
2. Lehigh . . ............ .423 7. Western Kentucky .. . ... 330 
3. Bucknell ...... . ..... .419 ,8. Middle Tennessee ..... 320 
4. Massachusetts . . . . .... 346 9. Idaho State ........... 319 
5. Flor ida A&M •...•..... 340 Maine ............ . .. 319 
Active Coaches - Winning Percentage 
Coach, School Yrs Won Lost 
1. Rudy Hubbard, Florida A&M ....... 6 50 16 
2. Eddie Robinson, Grambling .... .... 37 281 92 
3. Jimmy Feix, Western Kentucky .. ... 12 84 37 
4. Roy Kidd, Eastern Ken tucky ....... 16 111 50 
5. Bob Curtis, Bucknell .............. 9 54 26 
6. Marino Casem, A lcorn State . ...... 17 102 56 
7. Darrel Davis, Portland State ......... 5 34 21 
8. Bill Bowes, New Hampshire ......... 8 49 30 
9. Pete Riehlman. Weber State .... .... . 9 52 41 
10. Ed Farrell, Davidson ........ .. . . . 10 54 45 
(Courtesy of NCA A Statistics Service/ 
University Information 
Location: Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101 
Conference: Ohio Valley, NCAA 
Nickname: Hill toppers Colors: Red and White 
President: Dr. Donald W. Zacharias 























Chairman, University Athletic Committee: Dr. John D. Minton 
Athlet ic Director: John Oldham 
Head Football Coach: Jimmy Feix 
Assistant Head Coach: Butch Gilbert 
Defensive Coordinator: Bill Hape 
Defensive Line Coach: Clarence Baker 
Offensive Backfield Coach: Sam Clark 
Defensive Backfield Coach: Larry Walker 
Receiver Coach: Bob Rafferty 
Trainer : Ron Dunn 
Assistant Trainers: Bill Edwards, Pam Herriford 
Football Office Phone: Area 502 745-2984 
Athletic Office Phone: Area 502 745-3542 
- For Information on All Sports-
Sports Informat ion Director: Paul Just 
Office Phone: 502 745-4295 
Home Phone: 502 781-1777 
6/ 80/ 1.5M/PA - The cost of prin t ing this publication by Western Kentucky 
University was paid from state funds KRS 57.375. 
Qb"l '3>tp 
Coach Jimmy Feix 
The 1980 season wi ll be Jimmy Feix's 13th year as head coach of 
the Hilltoppers, but his name has been closely connected with winning 
football at Western Kentucky for much longer than that. 
His association with Western gridiron successes began in September, 
1949, when he came to the campus as a f reshman quarterback from 
Henderson, Ky. In his senior year, 1952, he and his Hilltopper 
teammates tied for the Ohio Valley Conference championship and 
added a Refrigerator Bowl win over Arkansas State to finish with a 9 -1 
record. 
At the same time, Feix was earning L ittle All -America honors for 
himself. When his collegiate playing days were over, the New York 
Giants of the National Football League drafted him and he was 
impressive in pre-season dril ls, but a serious injury early that fall ended 
his pro career. 
Feix returned to Western in 1957 after four years in the U.S. Air 
Force. He served as a graduate assistant that first year while completing 
the requirements for the Master 's degree, then became a fu l I-t ime 
assistant under former Hill topper Head Coach Nick Denes the following 
season. 
Feix was named head coach in December, 1967, when Denes retired 
from active coaching. In 1968, his "rookie" season as head coach, Fei x 
led Western to seven wins agains t only two losses and a tie with 
nationally ranked-and bowl-bound Akron. 
I n 12 seasons, his Hi lltoppers have won or shared the coveted league 
championship five t imes, in 1970, 1971, 1973, 1975 and 1978. 
His 1973 team was the first undefeated. untied team in Western 
history finishing the regular season w i th a perfect 10-0 record while 
leading the nation's Division 11 teams in scoring at 37 .7 points per 
game. 
The '73 Hilltoppers then entered the f i rst-ever NCAA Division 11 
national championship playoffs and f inished second, winding up the 
season with an overall 12-1-0 record. 
Western went to the NCAA playoffs again in 1975 and again finished 
as the No. 2 team in the nation, f inishing 11-2-0. 
He rallied his 1978 squad from an injury-riddled 1977 campaign 
when the Hill toppers fell to 1-8-1 and last place in the conference to an 
8-2 mark and the OVC crown. The Western comeback was the most 
impressive turnaround performance in the nat ion in 1978. 
Feix was named Kodak College Division Coach-of-the-Year Division 
Four in both 1973 and 1975. He also won OVC Coach-of-the-Year 
honors and was honored similarly by the Louisville Courier-Journal and 
Inside Kentucky Spor ts magazine in 1973. He again won league 
Coach-of-the-Year laurels in 1978. 
Feix goes into the 1980 campaign with a career coaching record o f 
84 w ins against only 37 losses and 5 t ies, for a winning percentage of 
.687. His 12 Hilltopper teams have won 57, lost 23, and tied 2 in Ohio 
Valley Conference competition, a .707 percentage. 
A frequent lecturer at football clinics. Fei x has been a primary 
influence in the organization and continuation of the activities of 





























Opponent (Series Record/ Si te/Time (Central/ 
Evansville (12-3-2) ...•. . . Bowling Green, Ky/1 :00 pm 
Kentucky State (0-0-0) . . ...... Frankfort, Ky/ 1 :00 pm 
• Akron (0-4-2) .......... .... . Akron, Ohio/6: 30 pm 
* Austin Peay (21 -3-1) ...... Bowl ing Green, Ky/ 1 :00 pm 
Open Date 
Youngstown State (2-2-0) . • Bowling Green, Ky/ 1 : 00 pm 
• Tennessee Tech (22-20-1) .... Cookeville, Tenn/ 1: 30 pm 
* Eastern Kentucky (33-18-2) Bowling Green, Ky/ 1 : 00 pm 
• Morehead State (30-6-2) . . . . Morehead, Ky / 12:30 pm 
*Middle Tennessee (24-21-1 ) Bowling Green, Ky/ 1:00 pm 
(Homecoming) 
Open Date 
• Murray State (23-17-6) . . . . . . . . . Murray, Ky/ 1 :30 pm 
1979 Results 
(5-5-0 Overall; 3-3-0 OVC, fourth) 
Score 
Opponenr(crowdl W-L WK-Opp 
Sept. 8 at 
15 
UT-Chattanooga (10,250) . ...•... L . . ...... . 28-41 







Aust in Peay (9.000)· ..........• . W ...•.... 24-20 
Open Date 
Northern Michigan (14,000) .. .. . .. W . ....... 28-21 
Tennessee Tech (13,200)* ..... . . . W . ....... 49-7 
Eastern Kentucky (25,300) • . . . . . L. . . . . . . . . 6-8 





at Middle Tennessee (8,000)· .. . .... . W ....... . 17-12 
at Northern Iowa (12,500) . . . . • . • . W . . . . . . . 24-17 




142,150 (Average· 14,2751 
11,100 (Average · 15,420/ .. 
65,050 (Average· 13,010/ 
.. Wesrern's average home attendance (15,420} ranked sixth among 
NCAA Di vision /·AA schools. Only Grambling (29,900}, Florida A&M 
(26,211}, Jackson State (21,3911, Southern U. ( 79,600} and Boise 
State (19,4191 outdrew the Hilltoppers a t home. 
•Ohio Valley Conference Game. 
Home Games in boldface type. 
1980 Outlook 
Coach Jimmy Feix and the Western Kentucky Hilltoppers are 
looking to turn things around during the 1980 football season, after 
struggling through a disappointing 5-5-0 campaign a year ago. 
The 'Toppers lose only 12 lettermen from last year's squad and are 
once again expected to be in the thick of the Ohio Valley Conference 
football race. 
There are several reasons for this optimistic outlook, including t he 
return O V C Offensive Player-of-the-Year John Hall. A senior 
quanerback, Hall was named first-team AII-OVC for the second 
consecutive season last fall . On the year he completed 108 of 21 5 
passes (.502) for 1,41 8 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
In addition, the Hilltoppers have six experienced running backs 
returning 10 vie for the staning backf ield slots. Senior Nate Jones 
probably has the inside track on the tailback job , if he successfully 
recovers from a knee injury that knocked him out after only three 
games last fall. However, junior Elmer Caldwell will have to be 
reckoned with. Filling in for Jones, he rushed for 572 \'"rds and five 
scores. Senior Craig Freeman (360 yards) will also see duty. 
Junior Troy Snardon is the probable starter at fullback. He ran for 
358 yards last fall and is an excellent blocker. 
Despite the loss of Edd ie Preston, one of the p remier pass receivers 
in t he school's history, Western will still have some talented catchers to 
rely on. 
Heading the list is senior t ight end Ricky Gwinn (30 catches, 366 
yards, four T Dsl. Speedy junior Jerry Flippin ranked t hird on the squad 
in '79 w ith 16 receptions and figures to be the 'Topper's long bal l 
threat. 
The Hilltopper offensive line will be anchored by senior A II-OV C 
tackle Phil Rich (6-4, 260), senior guard Pete Walters (6 -2, 255) and 
junior center Greg Gallas (6-2, 225). 
The defensive uni t should again be st rong. Returning standouts 
include banditback Brad Todd (115 tackles); junior free safety Barry 
Bumm ( 108 tackles, three in terceptions); junior linebacker Tom Tussey 
(89 tack les); and junior defensive ends T im Ford (73 tackles, A II-OVC) 
and Donnie Evans (83 tackles). 
T he punt ing chores w il l again be hand led by senior Ray Farmer 
(39.7), one of the most co nsistent kickers in the school's h istory . 
Sophomore Ricky Anderson returns to do the placek ick ing. How ever, 
he is expected to be pressed by soph omore Mike Curnutte and senior 
Marvin Davis. 
Hilltopper Football All-Americans 
1952- Jimmy Feix, Quarterback 
1957- Jim Hard in, Guard 
1963- John Mutch ler, End 
1964- Jim Burt, Halfback 
Dale Lindsey, Fullback 
1970- Lawrence Brame, 
Defensive End 
1971 - J immy Barber, Linebacker 
1973- M ike McCoy, 
Defensive Back 
Porter Williams, Spli t End 
1974- John Bushong, 
Defensive Tackle 
V i rgil L ivers, Defensive Back 
1975- Rick Green, Linebacker 
1977- Chip Carpenter, Guard 
1979 AII-OVC Selections 
Player Ht. Wt. '79 Class Posi tion 
Fi rst Team 
Jeff A lsup 6-2 225 Senior Offensive Guard 
Carl Estelle 6-0 216 Senior Defensive End 
T im For d 6-4 245 Sophomore Dow n L ineman 
Ricky Gwinn 6-3 225 Jun ior T ight End 
John Hall 6-1 186 Junior Quar terback 
Eddie Preston 6-0 180 Senior Wide Receiver 
Second Team 
Chuck De Lacey 6-1 212 Senior L inebacker 
Ray Farmer 5-1 1 180 Junior Punter 
Post-Season Appearances 
The H,lltoppers have appeared ,n a total of eight post-season 93mes, 
six of them as a part of their panicipation in the NCAA Division II 
national playoffs in both 1973 and 1975. 
Here is the complete rundown: 
1975-NCAA Division 11 Playoffs 
Western 14, Non hern Iowa 12 
( First Round; Cedar Falls, la.) 
Western 14, New Hampshire 3 
(Semifinals; Rice Bowl, Baton Rouge, La.) 
Western 14, Nonhern Michigan 16 
(Finals; Camellia Bowl, Sacramento, Calif.) 
1973-NCAA Division II Playoffs 
Western 25, Lehigh 16 
(First Round; Bowling Green, Ky.) 
Western 28, Grambl ing 20 
(Semifinals; Rice Bowl, Baton Rouge, La.) 
Western 0, Louisiana Tech 34 
(Finals; Camellia Bowl, Sacramento, Calif.) 
1963- Tangerine Bowl (Orlando, Fla.) 
Western 27, Coast Guard Academy 0 
1952- Refrigerator Bowl (Evansville, Ind. ) 
Western 34, A rkansas State 19 
19,250-SEAT L.T . SMITH STADIUM IN RED TOWEL TERRITORY 
1980 Roster 
Name Pos. Cl· L Hr. w,. Hometown (H,gh School/ Name Pos. Cl·L Ht. w,. Hometown (H,gh Scloool/ 
Ric ky Anderson PK So- I 6-2 186 Ft. Lauderdale, Fla . INonheast ) Ron Hunter FL So-1 5-11 185 Princeton. Ky. !Caldwell Co.I 
Ralph Antone OB So-1 6-2 195 McMurray, Pa. (Peters Township) Marty Jaggers OB Jr-2 6-0 190 Cod,z, Ky. (Trigg Co.I 
Greg Barnes BB So·O 6-1 195 Prospect, Ky. IConton, 111.l Tony Jarrell SpE Jr-0 5-10 170 Cmcmna1,. Oh,o (Pnnceton) 
Eddie Bottle BB So-0 5-10 215 Tuusville. Fla. (Astronaut) Reg,nald Johnson ss So· l 6-2 205 Tampa, Flo. (Hillsboro) 
Jeff Bender OB Fr•O 5-11 1B8 Tampa, Flo. IJesu1tl Alan Jones G So·O 6-1 210 Lou1sv1Jle, Kv. (Fern Cree k) 
Tim Bere,ter T Sr-2 6-3 215 Z,on, Ill. (Z1on•BentonJ Na,e Jones TB Sr-3 5-10 185 Machsonv,lle. Ky. (North Hopkms) 
Mark Blackburn G Jr· 2 5-10 215 Cobb, Ky, (Coldwell Co.I Kevin Kast T Jr-2 6-2 225 Tell Cuy, Ind. ITell C1tyl 
Barry Bumm FS Jr-2 6-0 175 Owensboro. Ky. (Owensboro Cathohc l Kelly Key FB Sr-1 5-11 200 Nashville, Tenn . (Bellevue) 
Elmer Coldwell FB Jr-2 6-0 190 Hickman. Ky. !Ful ton Co.I Jo-Jo Lee TB So- I 5-9 170 Daytona Beach, F lo. ISoruce Creek l 
John Corey C So·O 6-3 235 Woodbury, N.J. (Woodbury! Elhot1 Mllllard T So·O 6·2 238 Clearwater. Fla. (Catholicl 
Steve Cotlet1 T So•I 6-1 230 Sebree, Ky . !Webster Co.I Lamont Meacham CB Jr·2 6-0 170 Clairton, Pa. (Clairton I 
Brice Cheatham TE So·O 6·1 204 Frankhn, Tenn, (Page) Mike MIiier p So-1 6·0 165 Frankfort. Ky. IFrankhn Co.I 
Marvin Cottrell FS So·O 5-10 180 Harlan, Ky. (Evarts) Morre I I Moore NT So-1 6-0 210 Somerset, Ky. (Somerset) 
Dave Cross LB Jr-1 6·0 205 Newburgh. Ind. ICoule) Davhn Mullen CB So-1 6·1 170 Clairton, Pa. (Clairton) 
Mike C1.1rnune PK So-0 5-8 170 Greensburg, Ky. !Green Co.I Mark Nelson FL So-1 6-1 185 Mercer. Pa. (Merced 
Marvin Oav,s PK Sr-3 6-0 175 Mad1~nv1lle. Ky. (North Hopbns) Norm Neuner C So-0 6-2 220 Lou1sv,lle, Ky. (Bishop David) 
Mark DeRuzzo CB So·O 6-1 170 Lou1sv1lle, Ky. (Eastern) John Newby SpE So·O 6-0 186 Cla"ton. Pa. (Cla1r1onl 
Tony Eatherly DE Fr-0 6-0 215 8owl1ng Green. Ky. le?whng Green) Phil Rich T Sr-3 6-4 260 Bee Springs. Ky. !Edmonson Co.I 
Donnie Evans DE Jr-1 6-4 240 Frankhn, Kv. IFranktm•SJmpson) Mike Sharp C So·O 5-11 210 Jelterson1own, Ky . (Jeffersontown) Ph,I Evans p Jr·O 5-10 182 Dunwoody, Ga. !Dunwoody) Pai Simpson G So· l 6·2 240 Hopkmsv,lle, Ky. (Hopk1nsv1lleJ 
Ray Farmer p Sr-3 5-1 1 180 Lou 1sv1 lie, Ky. I Waggoner) Barry Skaggs TB Jr· 2 5-10 188 Henderson, Ky. !Henderson) Jerry Flipp,n SpE Jr-2 5-8 165 Franklin, Ky. (Frankt1n•S1mpson) Tommy Smith TE So-0 6-3 200 Lebanon, Ky. !Maroon Co.) T,m Ford DE Jr- I 6·4 245 Valley S1auon. Ky. IStuarol Troy Snardon FB Jr-2 6·0 205 Allensv,lle, Ky (Todd Co.) 
Tom Fo,c DE So-1 6-4 230 Parma, Ohio IParmal David Suggs ss So-1 6-0 190 Shelbyville, Tenn. 1Cen1,al) 
Cra19 Freeman TB Sr-3 5-6 160 Oak Ridge, Tenn. (Oak Ridge) Larry Taylor DE So· l 6-2 250 W1ll1amsbur9, Ky. (Williamsburg) 
Greg Gallas C Jr-2 6·1 225 West Jefferson. Ohio (West Jeffersonl Brad Todd BB Sr-3 6-2 2 15 Sonora, Ky. (East Hardin) 
Bryan Gray LB Sr-1 5-11 200 Louisville, Ky. (Manual) Tom Tussey LB So- 1 5-11 210 Catlettsvurg. Ky. !Boyd Co.) 
Steve Gnmsley G So·O 6,4 2 10 T11usv1lle, Fla. (Astronautl Pete Wafters G Sr-3 6 -3 255 Shepherdsville, Ky. (Webster Co.) 
Ricky Gwinn TE Sr•3 6-2 220 Nashville. Tenn. (H,llwoocU Tony Wells NT Jr-2 5-9 195 Louisville, Ky. (Manual) 
John Hall OB Sr-3 6-0 185 Goodlet1sv1lle. Tenn (Wh11e House) Jack Woodruff LB So·O 6·0 205 Lexington, Ky . (Henry Clay! 
1980 Freshmen Signees 
L· Leuers Won. 
Name Pas. Cl Ht. Wt. Hometown (H,gh School/ Name Pos. Cl Ht. Wt. Hometown (High School/ 
Tyrone Byrd LB Fr 6-1 190 Toledo. Ohio (Seoul J,m K,ng TE Fr 6·6 210 Bohng Brook, Ill , IBohng Brook) 
Danny Embree TB Fr 5-9 170 Buffalo. Ky !Larue Co.) Mickey Lewis FS Fr 6-0 198 Glasgow, Ky. (Barren Co.I 
Ronnie Fishback CB Fr 6-0 180 Shelbyville, Tenn. (Central) Ronnie Nobles LB Fr 6-1 190 Murfreesboro, Tenn. (Riverdale) 
Doug Goforth FB F, 6·1 193 D,xon, Ky. (Webster Co. I O;ivid Norwood LB Fr 6-1 190 Lou1sv1lle. Ky. (lroquo,sl 
Paul Gray LB Fr 6 ,1 190 Owensboro, Ky , !Daviess Co.) Robert Ray LB Fr 6-2 190 Nashville. Tenn. ISuatford) 
David Hall LB Fr 6-2 200 Springfield, K v !Washington Co.I Scou RoYch TE Fr 6-3 215 Wal1on, Ind. ILewos Coss) 
Dennis Horning LB Fr 6-1 190 Ken,. Ohio !Roosevelt) Waher York OE Fr 6-3 200 Bowling Green, Ky. !Warren Central! 
1979 Ohio Valley Conference Finish 
'21a;: Q'i/l.calL 
w L T w L 
1 . Murray State •.... . 6 0 0 9 2 
2. Eastern Kentucky . . . 5 1 0 ...... 11 2 
3. Morehead State ...... 3 2 1 .. .. .. 5 4 
4. Western Kentucky .... 3 3 0 . .. ... 5 5 
5. Austin Peay ...... .. . 2 4 0 .. .. .. 7 4 
6. Middle Tennessee .... 1 5 0 .. ... 9 
7. Tennessee Tech . ..... 0 5 1 ...... 8 































J immy Feix 






Dick ie Moore, Fullback-1967 
John Hall, Ouanerback - 1979 
Defense 










Lawrence Brame, End-1969 
Lawrence Brame, End- 1970 
Lonnie Schust er, Tackle-1973 
Rick Green, Linebacker-1975 
Biff Madon, L inebacker-1976 
OVC Coaches-of-the-Year 
1963- Nick Denes 
1973-Jimm y Feix 
1978- Jimmy Feix 
Western's Red Towel 
Western Kentucky Universit y 's r ed towel tradition orginated with 
the late E.A. Diddle, former Hill topper coach and athletic d irector and 
a member of t he Naismit h, Helms Athlet ic Foundation and Ohio Valley 
Conference Halls o f Fame. 
Through 1,062 Hil ltopper basketbal l games - 759 of them victories, 
the founh h ighest total ever for a coach-Diddle clutched a red towel. 
The red towel became sy nonymous w i th Ed D iddle and Ed D iddle 
became sy nony mous w it h Western's winn ing athlet ic heritage. For years 
it has been traditional for fans at every Hillt opper sporting event to 
wave red towels as they cheer fo r the "Big Red." Coach Didd le passed 
away in 1970 at the age o f 74, but h is memory w i l l live as long as a red 
towel w aves on the Western campu s. And red towels w ill wave there as 
long as the Hill t oppers compete in intercollegiate athlet ics. 
